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Falconry Without Borders:

The Work of the International Association for Falconry and
Conservation of Birds of Prey (IAF)

The IAF is a global community of over 120 falconry organisations in 90 countries. It unites
falconers across cultures, promoting falconry as an ancient art and a modern tool for
conservation, heritage preservation, and animal welfare.

Representing Falconry on the Global Stage

The IAF is the official voice of falconry in major Multinational
Environmental Agreements (MEAs) like CMS, CITES, and
CBD, giving falconers a role in shaping international wildlife
policy.

Since UNESCO’s 2010 Inscription of Falconry as
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the IAF
has represented falconers at UNESCO —
safeguarding traditional knowledge and passing it
on responsibly.

Falconry as Conservation, Heritage, and
Welfare

The IAF promotes sustainable falconry
practices and leads in raptor welfare
standards through advocacy, training, and
education.

One key initiative is the IAF Welfare
Course, a free online program that
improves global raptor care for both
beginners and experienced falconers.

Inspired by the enduring vision of the late
Sheikh Zayed and His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed, the IAF gratefully honours
their continued patronage by preserving falconry as
living heritage and a global force for conservation.
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